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 Medical terminology is a specialized language used by health 

care practitioners.  

 Every profession has a specialized language that allows for quick, 

efficient communication between members of the same 

profession while minimizing the potential for misunderstandings.  

 The goal is to learn the basics of what makes up medical terms so 

you can not only use and understand them yourself, but be able 

to recognize and learn new terms when you come across them in 

the future.  

 Some medical terms:  
1. Esophagus: the tube that connects your throat with your 

stomach.  Esophagus comes from Greek words which mean” 

swallows what we eat".   

2. Fallopian tubes:  They are named after a 16th century Italian 

anatomist, Gabriello Fallopio.  

3. Placenta: placenta means a "flat cake" in Greek, simply 

describing its shape.  

 

Eponyms 

 There are two major categories of medical terms:   

1. Descriptive: describing shape, color, size, function, site etc. 

2. Eponyms: literally "putting a name upon". The problem with 

eponyms is that they give no useful information about what is or 

where to find the item named.  

 

 Eponyms : for examples 
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There are some exceptions to this rule, particularly when pronunciation or 

meaning is affected, but you will observe these as you work. 

 

Examples: 

 Hypothermia (less heat): 

         Prefix: hypo  

         Word Root: therm = heat=temperature.   

         Suffix: ia = measure heat. 

 Myocarditis  

         Prefix: myo = muscle.  

         Root: card = heart.  

         Suffix: itis = inflammation. 

• Divide each of the following medical terms into its 

parts and give its Arabic meaning? 

 
1. Hyperglycemia: 

2. Hypoglycemia: 

3. Endocarditis: 

4. Osteomyelitis: 

5. Hepatitis: 

6. Hepatomegaly: 

7. Tonsillitis: 

8. Erythrocytopenia: 

9. Virmeia: 

10.  Bactermeia: 
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Useful Prefix and Suffix 

Item Meaning Examples 

-itis Inflammation tonsillitis, appendicitis 

-Osis 
Abnormal 

condition 

cyanosis (blueness, cold or low 

oxygen) 

-Ectomy To cut out appendectomy, tonsillectomy 

-Otomy To cut in 
tracheotomy (to cut into the 

windpipe, temporary opening) 

-Ostomy 
To make an 

opening 

colostomy (to make an opening in 

colon) 

A/an Without 
anemia (literally no blood but means 

few red cells) 

Micro Small 
Microstomia (abnormally small 

mouth) 

Macro Large 
Macrostomia (abnormally large 

mouth) 

Mega/-

megaly 
Large Megacolon (abnormally large colon) 

Scopy/-scopic To look 
Observe colonoscopy (look into 

colon). 

Ology Science Hematology 

Ologist Scientist Hematologist 

Cytosis 
Increased 

number of cells 
Thrombocytosis 
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-graphy / -gram 
 

1. Mammography: is the process of recording of the breast by X-ray. 

2. Mammogram: image for the breast using mammography  

3. Electrocardiography: is the process of recording of heart activity.  

4. Electrocardiogram: (ECG) A recording of heart activity using an 

electrocardiography. 

5. Electroencephalography(EEG): is the process of recording of brain 

activity. 

6. Electroencephalogram: A recording of brain activity using 

electroencephalography . 

 

-ology / -ologist 
 Means:  

                  -ology: means study. 

                  -ologist: means specialize in certain organ.  

 Examples: 

1. Cardiology: Study of the heart. 

2. Cardiologist: Heart specialist. 

3. Nephrology: Study of the kidney. 

4. Nephrologist: Kidneys specialist.  

5. Pulmonology: Study of the lung. 

6. Pulmonologist: Lung specialist. 

7. Neurology: Study of nerves & brain.  
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8. Neurologist: Nerve and brain specialist. 

9. Ophthalmology: Study of the eye. 

10.  Ophthalmologist: Specialist in eye diseases.  

11.  Hematology: Study of the blood. 

12.  Hematologist: Specialist in blood diseases.  

Words Roots for Organs 
Root Meaning Example 

Stomato mouth stomatitis 

Dento teeth dentist 

Glosso tongue glossitis 

Gingivo gums gingivitis 

Encephalo brain encephalitis 

Gastro stomach gastritis 

Entero intestine gastroenteritis 

Procto anus/rectum proctitis, proctologist 

Colo 
large 

intestine 
Megacolon, colitis 

Hepato liver hepatitis, hepatomegaly 

Hystero/metro uterus hysterectomy, endometritis 

Salpingo uterine tubes hystrosalpingogram 

Nephro/rene kidney nephrosis, renal artery 

Orchido testis orchiditis, orchidectomy 

Dermo Skin dermatitis 
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Color & Organs Terms 

Terms Meaning Examples 

Leuk/o white 
Leukemia (over number of white blood 

cells) 

Melan/o black Melanoma (black tumor of the skin) 

Cyan/o blue Cyanosis (blue skin) 

Xanth/o yellow Xanthoma (yellow tumor) 

Aden/o gland Adenoma 

Lip/o fat Lipoma 

My/o muscle Myoma 

Lymph/o lymph tissue Lymphoma 

Osteo/o bone Osteoma 

Carcin/o malignant Carcinoma 

 

Directions terms 
Terms Meaning Examples 

Endo- Within Endoscopy (to see within the organ) 

Peri- Around Perianal (around the anus) 

Circum- Around Circumcise (cut around) 

Retro- Behind 
Retrosternal (behind the 

sternum القص) 

Epi- Upon Epidermis البشره 
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Hypo- Below Hypodermis باطن الجلد   

Trans- Through Transurethral (through the urethra) 

Intra- Within Intravenous (inside the veins) 

Sub- Below 
Subclavian 

(below the clavicle عظمة الترقوه   ) 

Supra- Above Supraclavicular (above the clavicle) 

 

Tumor terms 
Adding -- oma (a swelling) to organ and tissue word roots names 

tumors.   

Not all tumors are malignant (cancerous).  Many are benign (not life-

threatening).  

Terms Meaning Examples 

Aden/o- Gland Adenoma 

Lip/o- Fat Lipoma 

My/o- Muscle Myoma 

Lymph/o- Lymph tissue Lymphoma 

Osteo/o- Bone Osteoma 

Hepato- Liver Hepatoma 

Nephro- Kidney Nephroma 

Hemato- Blood Hematoma 

Melano- Black Melanoma 
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Important terms 

A-  
• Means:   absent or lost 

Examples: 
1. Amnesia: Loss of memory. 

2. Aphonia: Loss of voice. 

3. Aplasia: Lack of development of an organ. 

4. Asthenia: Loss of power (weakness). 

5. Atrophy: Loss of weight or size of an organ.   

10. Aphasia: Speech disorders. 

11. Anoxia: Absence of oxygen. 

 

An-  
• Means:    no or low. 

• Examples: 
1. Anemia: Low hemoglobin in the red blood cells. 

2. Anesthesia: Loss of sensation (pathologic or iatrogenic). 

3. Analgesia: Relieve of pain by drugs. 

4. Anorexia: Low or absent appetite for food. 

5. Anaerobic: Growth in the absence of oxygen. 
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-ache 
• Means:  pain. 

• Examples: 

1. Headache: pain in the head. 

2. Backache: pain in the back. 

3. Bone ache: pain in certain bone. 

                                

-cytosis 
• Means:  increase number 

• Examples: 

1. Leucocytosis: increased number of leucocytes (WBCs) in the blood. 

2. Lymphocytosis: increased number of lymphocytes in the blood. 

3. Erythrocytosis: increased number of erythrocytes (RBCs) in the 

blood. 

4. Thrombocytosis: increased number of platelets (thrombocytes) in 

the blood. 

-cytopenia 
• Means:  decreased number  

• Examples: 

1. Leucocytopenia: decreased number of leucocytes (WBCs) in the 

blood.  

2. Neutropenia: decreased number of neutrophils in the blood. 

3. Lymphocytopenia: decreased number of lymphocytes in the blood. 

4. Erythrocytopenia: decreased number of erythrocytes (RBCs) in the 

blood. 
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5. Thrombocytopenia: decreased number of platelets (thrombocytes) 

in the blood. 

6. Pancytopenia: decreased number of all blood cells. 

                                                Dys-  
• Means:  difficult   

• Examples:  

1. Dyspnea: difficult breathing.   

2. Dyspepsia: difficult digestion.  

3. Dysphagia: difficult swallowing.  

4. Dysfluent: difficult speech (stuttering). 

5. Dyskinesia: difficult movement. 

6. Dystonia: difficult or abnormal muscle tone causing abnormal  

      Movements. 

7. Dysplasia: abnormal development due to pathology in shape &  

      size of the adult cells. 

 

-Ectomy 
• Means:  cutting or removal 

• Examples: 

1. Appendectomy: excision of appendix. 

2. Tonsillectomy: excision of tonsils. 

3. Splenectomy: excision of spleen. 

4. Mastectomy: excision of the breast. 

5. Nephrectomy: excision of the kidney. 

6. Orchidectomy: excision of testis. 
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-Itis 

• Means: inflammation  

• Examples: 

1. Appendicitis: inflammation of appendix. 

2. Arthritis: inflammation of joints. 

3. Dermatitis: inflammation of skin. 

4. Gastritis: inflammation of the stomach. 

5. Hepatitis: inflammation of liver. 

6. Nephritis: inflammation of kidney. 

7. Tonsillitis: inflammation of tonsils. 

 

 

-megaly or Mega-   
 

Means: enlargement 

Example: 

• Spleno-megally: large spleen. 

• Hepato-megally: large liver. 

• Acro-megally: large skeleton. 

• Megacolon: large colon (filled with stool due to defective nerve 

supply).  
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-Pathy 
1. Means: pathologic changes 

Examples: 

• Cardiomyopathy: pathologic changes in the cardiac muscle. 

• Encephalopathy: pathologic changes in the brain. 

• Nephropathy: pathologic changes in the kidney. 

 

 

Poly-  
1. Means: increase 

Examples: 

• Polyurea: increase in the amount of urine. 

• Polydepsia: increased need for water. 

• Polyphagia: increased appetite. 

• Polyphonic: high voice.  

 

-urea 
1. Means: any thing in urine 

Examples: 

• Proteinurea: protein in urine. 

• Albuminurea: albumin in urine. 

• Haematurea: RBCs in urine. 

• Glucosurea: glucose in urine. 
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Medical Words and Arabic Meanings 
 

- A - 

Words Meaning 
Abdomen البطن

Abdominal بطنى

Abdominal cavity تجويف البطن

Abdominal muscles عضلات البطن

Abdominal pain ألم البطن

Abortion سقوط الحمل

Abortion, induced  سقوط الحمل المستحث

Abscess  (تقيح) خراج

Abscess, breast خراج (تقيح) بالثدى

Abscess, skin خراج (تقيح) بالجلد

Adenoids اللحمية

Adenoids and Tonsils اللوز و اللحمية

Alcohol الكحول

Anatomy التشريح

Anoxia فقدان الأوآسجين

Anemia مرض فقر الدم

Anesthesia التخدير

Allergy الحساسية

Anti-microbial مضاد الميكروبات
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Anti-parasitic مضاد الطفيليات

Anti-biotic مضاد حيوى

Anti-fungal مضاد الفطريات

Anti-malarial مضاد الملاريا

 

- B - 
Words Meanings 

Bactericidal مضاد البكتيريا

Pediatric أطفال

Benign يدحم

Biopsy عينة

Biopsy, bone marrow عينة نخاع عظمى

Biopsy, brain عينة مخية

Biopsy, breast عينة ثدى

Biopsy, liver عينة آبد

Biopsy, skin  عينة جلد

Biopsy, muscle عينة عضلة
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- C –  
Words Meanings 

Cancer of the pancreas سرطان البنكرياس

Cancer of the rectum سرطان المستقيم

Cancer of the tongue  سرطان اللسان

Cancer liver  سرطان الكبد

Cancer, bone سرطان العظام

Cancer, brain سرطان المخ

Cancer, breast سرطان الثدى

Cancer, cervix  سرطان عنق الرحم

Cancer, esophagus سرطان المرىء

Cancer, gastric لمعدةسرطان ا

Cancer, colon سرطان القولون

Cancer, kidney سرطان الكلية

Cancer, larynx سرطان الحنجرة

Cancer, leukemia سرطان الدم

Cancer, lung سرطان الرئة

Cardiovascular القلب و الأوعية الدموية

Cardiovascular disease  أمراض القلب و الأوعية الدموية

Cataract ض المياه البيضاء فى العينمر

Congenital deafness الصمم الخلقى

Congenital heart disease راض القلب الخلقيةمأ
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- D – 
Words Meanings 

Death rate, infant معدل الوفاة فى الأطفال

Death rate   معدل الوفاة

Death الوفاة

Deafness  فقدان السمع

Deafness, acquired  فقدان السمع المكتسب

Deafness, age-related مع المتعلق بالسنفقدان الس

Deafness, congenital فقدان السمع الخلقى

Dehydration  الجفاف

Depression اآتئاب

Dialysis الغسيل الكلوى

Drug, antiviral   مضاد للفيروسات  -دواء

Drug, antifungal    مضاد للفطريات  -دواء

Drug, antiprotozoal    مضاد للطفيليات  -دواء

Drug, antimicrobial   مضاد للميكروبات  -دواء

Drug, antihypertensive    مضاد للضغط الدموى  -دواء

Drug, antibiotic   مضاد حيوى  -دواء

Disease  المرض

Digestive system  الجهاز الهضمى

Diarrhea  الاسهال

Diarrhea, antibiotic-induced الاسهال بسبب المضاد الحيوى

Diabetes mellitus مرض البول السكرى
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- E - 
Words Meanings 

Eczema مرض جلدى

Embryo جنين

Emergency department قسم الطوارىء

Emergency medical technician فنى الطوارىء الطبى

Emergency physician طبيب الطوارىء

Endemic وباء داخلى

Endo داخلى

Endocrine (بدون قنوات) صماء

Endocrine gland (بدون قنوات) غدد صماء

Endocrinology (بدون قنوات) علم الغدد صماء

Endogenous داخلى

Endoscopy منظار داخلى

ENT (Ear, Nose, Throat) أمراض الأنف و الأذن و الحنجرة

ENT physician اض الأنف و الأذن و الحنجرةطبيب أمر

 

- F - 
Words meanings 

Facial nerve العصب الوجهى

Facial nerve paralysis شلل العصب الوجهى

Facial muscles عضلات الوجه
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Familial  عائلى

False positive ايجابى آاذب

False negative سلبى آاذب

Fallopian tube  قناة فالوب الرحمية

Familial cancer السرطان العائلى

Family  عائلة

Family history التاريخ العائلى

Family medicine  العلاج العائلى

Family physician الطبيب العائلى (طبيب الأسرة(

Fasting blood glucose  (صائم) تحليل سكر الدم

Fat دهون

Fertile خصبة

Fertility  الخصوبة

Fertilization الاخصاب

Fetus  جنين

Fever حمى

Foot قدم

Fungus  فطر

 

- G - 

Words Meaning 
Gallstone and pancreatitis  حصوات المرارة مصاحب بالتهاب البنكرياس

Gall stones حصوات المرارة

Gastric  معدى



Medical Terminology                            AMS-111                        Dr. Mostafa Eraqi  

  29

Gastric cancer سرطان المعدة

Gastric ulcer  قرحة المعدة

Gastritis  التهاب المعدة

Gastroenteritis نزلة معوية

Genetic disease مرض وراثى

Gynecologist  أخصائى أمراض النساء

Gynecology علم أمراض النساء

 

- H - 
Words Meaning 

Health الصحة

Health Insurance  التأمين الصحى

Health and Human Services الخدمات الانسانية و الصحية

Healthy صحى

Heart القلب

Heart diseases أمراض القلب

Heart attack  نوبة قلبية

Heart failure  فشل القلب

Heart muscle عضلة القلب

Heart rate معدل ضربات القلب

Hematologist أخصائى أمراض دم
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- I - 
Words Meaning 

Ileum (جزء من الأمعاء الدقيقة) اللفائفى

 Ileostomy عمل فتحة خارجية فى اللفائفى

Ileoscopy منظار اللفائفى

 Immunity مناعة

Immunity, acquired مناعة مكتسبة

Immunity, innate  (غير مكتسبة) مناعة فطرية

 Immunity, natural     مناعة طبيعية

Immunization التطعيم

 Immunization, hepatitis   التطعيم ضد الالتهاب الكبدى الوبائى

Immunization, influenza التطعيم ضد الأنفلونزا

Immunization, measles التطعيم ضد الحصبة

 Immunization, polio التطعيم ضد شلل الأطفال

Immunization, rubella  التطعيم ضد الحصبة الألمانى

Intestine, large الامعاء الغليظة

Intestine, small الأمعاء الدقيقة

Insomnia  (الأرق) عدم النوم

Inner ear الأذن الداخلية

Internal medicine (الباطنة) الطب الداخلى

Inflammation, bladder  التهاب المثانة

Inflammatory bowel disease التهاب الجهاز الهضمى

Infertility العقم
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 Incontinence of urine سلس البول

Incontinence, fecal سلس البراز

Infectious hepatitis الالتهاب الكبدى

Infectious Diseases الأمراض المعدية

 

- J - 

Words Meaning 
Jaundice اصفرار العين أو الوجه

Jaundice, neonatal اصفرار العين أو الوجه فى المولود

 Jejunum    (جزء من الأمعاء الدقيقة) صائمى

Joint  مفصل

Joint, shoulder  مفصل الكتف

Joint, elbow مفصل الكوع

Joint, knee مفصل الرآبة

 

- K - 
Words Meaning 

Kidney الكلية

Kidney cancer سرطان الكلية

Kidney Diseases  أمراض الكلية

Kidney stone ليةحصوة الك

Knee joint مفصل الرآبة

Knee ligaments أربطة مفصل الرآبة
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- L - 
Words Meaning 

Leprosy امذمرض الج

Lipid الدهون

Lipoma هنىورم د

Leg  ساق

Larynx الحنجرة

Liver  الكبد

Liver cancer  سرطان الكبد

Liver diseases أمراض الكبد

Lymphoma ورم ليمفاوى

Lymphoid tissue أنسجة ليمفاوية

 

- M - 

Words Meaning 
Muscle عضلة

Menopause سن اليأس

Memory الذاآرة

Melanin الصبغة الجلدية

Medicine, forensic الطب الشرعى

Maternal age  سن الأمومة

Maternal mortality rate   الوفاة فى الأمهاتمعدل
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Marrow  النخاع

Malignant السرطان

Male الذآر

Male pelvis حوض الرجل

 

- N - 

Words Meaning 
Neuropathy أمراض الأعصاب

Nutrition التغذية

Nose  الأنف

Neuron  الخلية العصبية

Nerve  العصب

Neurology  علم الأعصاب

Neurologist الأعصاب أخصائى

Neck pain ألم العنق

Nausea  الغثيان

 

- O - 

Words Meaning 
Orthopedics  علم العظام

Ossification  العظامتكوين

Ovarian cancer سرطان المبيض

Ophthalmic بصرى
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Operation جراحة

Oogenesis تكوين البويضات

Oncology ورامعلم الا

Oncologist ورامأخصائى الا

Obesity السمنة

Obesity-related diseases الأمراض المتعلقة بالسمنة

 

- R - 

Words Meaning 
Renal stone حصوة الكلية

Rickets  مرض الكساح

Rupture  انفجار

Rupture of appendix  انفجار الزائدة الدودية

Ruptured spleen انفجار الطحال

Radiation الاشعاع

Red blood cells آرات الدم الحمراء

Radiotherapy العلاج الاشعاعى

Radiologist  أخصائى الأشعة

Radiology  علم الأشعة

Radiation during pregnancy  اشعاع أثناء الحمل
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- S - 

Words Meaning 
Syphilis سفليس او الزهريمرض ال

Sweat glands الغدد العرقية

Spinal cord الحبل الشوآى

Spinal cord compression انضغاط الحبل الشوآى

Smallpox  يلجدرمرض ا

Sexually transmitted disease الأمرض التى تنقل بالعلاقة الجنسية

Sleeping disease مرض النوم

Skull الجمجمة

Skin الجلد

Skin abscess خراج (تقيح) الجلد

Skeleton الهيكل العظمى

Sign of pregnancy علامات الحمل

Side effects الجانبية الأثار

Shock  صدمة

Shock, psychologic صدمة نفسية

Shock, anaphylactic صدمة نتيجة الحساسية

Septum حاجز

Sensation إحساس

Sense, balance حاسة التوازن

Sense of smell حاسة الشم
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- T- 

Words Meaning 
Therapy علاج

Thyroiditis هاب الغدة الدرقيةالت

Tooth أسنان

Typhoid fever حمى التيفود

Tumor سرطان

Tumor grade درجة السرطان

Tumor marker علامات السرطان

Tuberculosis سلمرض ال

Tuberculin test سلاختبار ال

Tuberculosis treatment سلعلاج ال

Tuberculosis vaccination سلمصل ال

Organ Transplantation نقل الأعضاء

Thoracic   صدرى

Thoracic cage القفص الصدرى

Thoracic duct (ليمفاوية) القناة الصدرية

Testis الخصية
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- U - 

Words Meaning 
Umbilicus السرة

Umbilical cord الحبل السرى

Ureter الحالب

Urethra قناة مجرى البول

Uterine cancer سرطان الرحم

Uterine contraction انقباض الرحم

Uterine fibroids أورام الليفية الرحمية

Uterine rupture حمانفجار الر

Uterine tube قناة الرحم

Ulcer قرحة

Ulcer, peptic قرحة المعدة

Ulcer, esophageal قرحة المرىء

Ulcer, duodenal قرحة الاثنى عشر

 

- V - 

Words Meaning 
Vaccination,  anthrax   تطعيم الجمرة الخبيثة

Vaccination, chickenpox يرتطعيم الجد

Vaccination, German measles يهتطعيم الحصبة الألمان

Vaccination, influenza (HIB) تطعيم الانفلونزا
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Vaccination, hepatitis A A تطعيم الالتهاب الكبدى   

Vaccination, hepatitis B B تطعيم الالتهاب الكبدى 

Vaccination, measles  الحصبة تطعيم  

Vaccination, rubella الحصبة الألمانى تطعيم

Vaccination, polio شلل الأطفال تطعيم

Vaccination, mumps التهاب الغدد النكفية تطعيم

Vertebra فقرة

Ventilator جهاز موسع للشعب الهوائية

Vasoconstriction  الأوعية الدمويةضيق

Vasodilatation اتساع الأوعية الدموية

Viruses فيروسات

Viscera أحشاء

Vocal cords أوتار صوتية

Vocal cord paralysis أوتار صوتية شلل 

 

- W - 

Words Meaning 
Wart زوائد جلدية

Whooping cough السعال الديكى

Wheezing  مريض الربو فيصوت التنفس

Weight loss  فقدان الوزن

White blood cell آرات الدم البيضاء



Medical Terminology                            AMS-111                        Dr. Mostafa Eraqi  

  39

 

- X & Y – 

Words Meaning 
X-ray  أشعة عادية

X- chromosome الجنسي الأنثى موموسوالكر

Y- chromosome  الجنسي الذآرى موموسوالكر

Yellow fever الحمى الصفراء
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Abbreviations: 
 
Like symbols, abbreviations can save time, but they can also cause 

confusion if they are not universally understood. Usage varies in different 

institutions, and the same abbreviation may have different meanings in 

different fields. An acronym is an abbreviation formed from the first letter 

of each word in a phrase. Some everyday acronyms are ASAP (as soon as 

possible) and ATM (automated teller machine). In computerize, RAM 

stands for “random access memory.” Acronyms have become popular for 

saving time and space in naming objects, organizations, and procedures. 

Only the most commonly used abbreviations are given. These are listed at 

the end , but a complete alphabetical list appears in abbreviation dictionary 

also is helpful. 
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